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then the dismissal of the Incurables ; then the rejecting unprepared candidates for admission—the number is awful, some twice; then the giving chance vacancies to well-recommended and picked men; then the introduction of paper work into the Collection examinations; then the refusing testimonials to unworthy applicants; then the revival of a Chapel sermon at the Sacrament; then the announcement of a prize for Greek composition. The most important and far-reaching improvement has been commenced this term—a radical alteration (not apparent on the published list) of the lecture system. The bad men are thrown into large classes, and thus time saved for the better sort, who are put into very small lectures, and principally with their own tutors, quite familiarly and chattingly. And, besides, a regular system for the year has been devised. But we do not wish this to be talked about. "We hope soon to give some Exhibitions or Scholarships. All these alterations are, you observe, additional to that grand act at the election, of throwing open two^ Fellowships. Pretty well, we hope, for a year. Hawkins's spirits are not what they used to be, and persons who have known him long say he is ageing. I have sometimes been made quite sad at the sight of him. But this, of course, entre nous. He has not (nor should a Head) taken the initiative in these innovations, but has always approved—sometimes kept abreast with us—and at Collections has slain the bad men manfully. It is said in College by the undergraduates that, £ Now, alas ! the Provost was as bad as a Tutor.' Whereas, at Collections they used to hope the Provost would retaliate on the Tutors itfie blows they received from the latter.
J. H. NT. TO HIS SISTER JEMIMA.
February 8, 1829.
I began my Littlemore Evening Catechetical Lecture last Sunday. I am now returned about an hour from it, and am not fatigued. I hope no one will interrupt while I write to you, for everything is hushed around mo. Why is a feeling of calm melancholy pleasing ? Is it that the languor after exertion gives rise to a pleasing bodily temperature, or is it mental 1 I was much struck with this evening's first lesson.1 It seemed to apply to the Church. You know I have no 1 That Sunday was the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. Therefore by the Old Lectionary the evening first lesson was the 04th of Isaiah,ilH titovi it ii**4iiia Th<* tnn
